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Abstract. In this paper, the perception and representation of economic quan-
tity found in the works of Augustin Cournot, Leon Walras, Vilfreto Pareto, and
Alfred Marshall will be discussed. An interpretation of the perception and rep-
resentation of economic quantities and economic variables, specifically relating
to the concept of demand, in the fundamental theoretical framework of general
equilibrium theory will be provided, particularly from the vantage point of the
Debreu conjecture.
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IThis paper is the English version of an article written originally in Japanese. The Japanese
version was published in both the Mita Journal of Economics 103(1), 2010, and in Epimetheus
in Economics, edited by T. Maruyama (Chisen Shokan: Tokyo, 2010). The author is heavily
indebted to Professor Philip Culbertson for suggesting many elegant improvements to the
manuscript in English.
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